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 And my work varies accordingly

○ Not to be penalized…

○ Qualify for 0,50 $ / hl premium (< 300 SCC)

○ Decrease incidence of mastitis

○ Maintain SCC below 150 



 So many variables to control !

 Easy to lose motivation / time

 Vet-Client contact limited

 Many vets will neglect or periodically neglect

 Routine, Routine, Routine…





 Valacta SCC (quasi-essential…)

 Cultures + Petrifilms

 Mastitis events + incidence

 Treatment info.

 Observation

 Hygiene

 Teat ends

 Lactocorder graphs



 Vet school training vs. Real world

 Systematic at calving ?

 When problems occur ?

 Strategic targeting at every visit.

 Petrifilms

 Staph Xpress (at CVC not on-farm)

○ In herds where S.aureus segragation is organized.

 TAC and CC

○ Not yet, eventually, need SOPs to make it worth it





 CQM actually helps us



Which quarter ?

Type 1, 2 or 3 ?

CQM info if 

Imammary tube

CQM info if 

systemic Tx





 Beginning of visit
 2 minutes discussion SCC graph + 

paycheck +/- Handshake

 2 minute « Bulk-tank contribution list » 
screening

 Selection of cows for CMT

 During Repro exams
 CMTs, cultures, recommendations for…

○ Treatment

○ Milking order

○ Culling





Intervention list (Top of list)

 Focus on critical cows

 CMT

 New high contributors of 

unknowm status

 « Tag » cows

 Monitor treatment

compliance

% Bulk tank SCCBact. status
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Intervention list (Bottom)

 Culture (Petrifilm)

 Fresh S.aureus cows that

have very low SCCs

During the visit, the CMT’s

and cultures are the 

moment I use to 

evaluate teat ends + 

hygiene









cured chronic

Stayed clean
infected







 Possibility to search and analyze cases 

of clinical mastitis

 DIM ?

 Case 3 (1st, 2nd or chronic…)

 Lactation #

 « Severity » (type 1,2 or 3)

 Treatment success



Date

Case #

DIM

Lact # Severity

Bact. Status

of cow

SCCs at 2 tests 

following mastitis
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 The standard routine approach almost

always controls contagious mastitis

satisfactorily

 Occasionally, even then, clinical case 

incidence will suddenly increase

dramatically

 Usually it’s an « environmental crisis »



1. Hygiene: any changes ?

Bedding ?  Comfort ?  Cleaning

2. Teat end health OK ?

Milking system ?  Teat dip ?  

Milking routine ? Comfort ?

3. Immunity OK ?

1. Nutrition ? Stress ?
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 Thorough udder health monitoring can

be integrated easily into routine HH 

visits.

 A system based on health records helps.

 Occasionally crisis situations will still

occur, be prepared…




